Mississippi Public Service Commission

KATHERINE COLLIER
COMMISSION COUNSEL

JOEL BENNETT. DIR

LYNN POSEY, Chairman
UNION CHURCH — FIRST DISTRICT

LEONARD L. BENTZ, Vice-Chairman

BILOXI - SECOND DISTRICT FINANCE & PERSONNEL
BRANDON PRESLEY, Commissioner BRIAN U. RAY MARK McCARVER DR
NETTLETON — THIRD DISTRICT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY GAS PIPELINE SAFETY
(601)961-5400 SHAWN S. SHURDEN
COMMISSION COUNSEL

September 15, 2011

Recelved & Inspected
11
Marlene H. Dortch SEP 19 20
Office of the Secretary FCC Mail Room
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW, Room TW — A306
Washington, DC 20554
Karen Majcher
Vice President, High Cost & Low Income Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
2000 L Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036
Re: 2011 Certification of Rate Comparability Review for Non-Rural Carriers Service in

Rural Areas in Mississippi — Docket 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch and Ms. Majcher:

Pursuant to Section 54.316 of the Federal Communications Commission’s (*FCC”)
rules, the Mississippi Public Service Commission has reviewed the comparability of residential
rates in rural areas of the State of Mississippi served by non-rural incumbent local exchange
carriers (“ILECs”) to urban rates nationwide for the year 2011.

The Mississippi Public Service Commission has determined that the rates charged by
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. d/b/a AT&T Mississippi (“AT&T Mississippi”), the State’s
sole ILEC, in the rural areas of the state fall within the safe harbor provisions of the FCC’s rules.
The nationwide urban benchmark for rates in effect on July 1, 2011, is $36.52. As demonstrated
on Exhibit “A” of this filing, AT&T Mississippi’s rates applicable to Montgomery County fall
well below this benchmark.
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Enclosed is a stamped addressed envelope and an additional copy of this letter for you
to use in returning to us a stamped filed copy of this correspondence. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,
Lynn Posey, Chairman
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Leonard Bentz, Vice Chairman
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